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Green Tag Price 
Change

The price of Green 
Tags has been lowered. 
The current new cost is 

$0.0017 per kWh.
If you are interested in the 

Green Power program, 
please contact our office 

or visit www.parkelectric.
coop/green-power for 

more information.
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By Matt Haggerty 

Resource Adequacy
Resource adequacy is one of my largest long-term 
concerns for the future of Park Electric, or any 
cooperative or electric utility across the US. Resource 
adequacy asks: Will there be enough power generation 
to meet the demands of consumers 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year?  This question leads 
to more questions regarding reliability across the 
country. In general, a lack of power generation during 
times of higher demand can cause brownouts. In 
my experience, consumers understand when Mother 
Nature causes a power outage, but not if the outage 
is from any other cause. Knowing that consumers 
expect power to be available at all times, I would 
like to review ways electricity is generated and what 
situations can jeopardize reliability.
Basic types of generation:
•	 Baseload generation is defined as the 
minimum amount of electricity needed to be supplied 
to the electrical grid at any given time. This is the most 
important supply of energy to an electric grid. Base 
load generation sources can be ramped up quickly 
and can generate large amounts of consistent, reliable 
electricity. Some examples of this are hydro-powered 
dams, natural gas and coal-fired power plants, and 
nuclear energy. 
•	 Dispatchable generation resources are 
electrical power systems, such as power plants, that 
can be turned on or off; in other words, they can 
adjust the power output supplied to the electrical 
grid on demand. Most conventional power sources 
such as coal, natural gas, or nuclear power plants are 
dispatchable. This type of generation can be ramped 
up ahead of storms or extreme weather to ensure the 
electrical demands of the population. 
•	 Intermittent generation refers to energy that 
is not continuously available due to external factors 
that cannot be controlled. Sources of intermittent 
generation include solar and wind power. Due to the 
variability of the generation source, solar and wind are 
considered non-dispatchable. This means the electrical 
output cannot be relied upon when needed to meet 

consumers’ fluctuating electricity demands. Knowing 
when the wind will be blowing or when cloud cover 
or snow will reduce solar generation are variables in 
electricity generation. For either of these to become 
dispatchable resources, large-scale storage technology 
would need to be in place to retain the electricity 
generated for later use. 
PEC supports and understands the need for baseload 
generation, dispatchable resources, and intermittent 
generation and they all play an important role in 
creating electricity for our consumers. On days like 
we had a few months ago in January, we had no wind 
and it was -35 degrees before the sun came up. In that 
case, baseload generation was responsible for keeping 
your lights on and the heaters running. Taking this into 
account, we know that baseload generation cannot be 
removed from the mix to be replaced by intermittent 
generation without jeopardizing the system’s 
reliability. 

Solar generation on a sunny day 

Solar generation on a cloudy day

Examples of intermittent generation 


